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Cultural	  Values	  
	  



	  
	  

Individualism	  
	  

•  If	  the	  government	  spent	  less	  2me	  trying	  to	  fix	  everyone's	  problems,	  we'd	  all	  be	  a	  lot	  
beeer	  off.	  

•  Our	  government	  tries	  to	  do	  too	  many	  things	  for	  too	  many	  people.	  We	  should	  just	  let	  
people	  take	  care	  of	  themselves.	  

•  The	  government	  interferes	  too	  much	  in	  our	  everyday	  lives.	  
•  Government	  regula2on	  of	  business	  usually	  does	  more	  harm	  than	  good.	  

Egalitarianism	  
 

•  The	  world	  would	  be	  a	  more	  peaceful	  place	  if	  its	  wealth	  were	  divided	  more	  equally	  
among	  na2ons. 

•  In	  my	  ideal	  society,	  all	  basic	  needs	  (food,	  housing,	  health	  care,	  educa2on)	  would	  be	  
guaranteed	  by	  the	  government	  for	  everyone. 

•  I	  support	  government	  programs	  to	  get	  rid	  of	  poverty. 
•  Discrimina2on	  against	  minori2es	  is	  s2ll	  a	  very	  serious	  problem	  in	  our	  society. 
	  
	  
 



31	  

16	  
3	  

49	  

45	  

26	  

17	  

27	  

41	  

3	  
11	  

30	  

0	  

50	  

100	  

Republican	   Independent	   Democrat	  

Our	  government	  tries	  to	  do	  too	  many	  
things	  for	  too	  many	  people.	  We	  should	  
just	  let	  people	  take	  care	  of	  themselves.	  	  	  

47	  

29	  

9	  

39	  

40	  

32	  

10	  

25	  

43	  

4	   6	  
16	  

0	  

50	  

100	  

Republican	   Independent	   Democrat	  

The	  government	  interferes	  too	  much	  in	  our	  
everyday	  lives.	  	  	  

Strongly	  
disagree	  

Somewhat	  
disagree	  

Somewhat	  
agree	  

Strongly	  
agree	  

Individualism	  

Sept.	  2012;	  N=249	  



7	  
18	  

39	  

42	  

53	  

47	  31	  

21	  

12	  20	  
7	   2	  

0	  

50	  

100	  

Republican	   Independent	   Democrat	  

I	  support	  government	  programs	  to	  get	  rid	  of	  
poverty	  	  	  

5	  
15	  

37	  
34	  

46	  

43	  42	  

30	  

18	  19	  
10	  

2	  

0	  

50	  

100	  

Republican	   Independent	   Democrat	  

Discrimina2on	  against	  minori2es	  is	  s2ll	  a	  very	  
serious	  problem	  in	  our	  society	  	  	  

Strongly	  
disagree	  

Somewhat	  
disagree	  

Somewhat	  
agree	  

Strongly	  
agree	  

Egalitarianism	  

Sept.	  2012;	  N=249	  



3.2	  

2.8	  

2.2	  

2.1	  

2.5	  

3.0	  

1	  

2	  

3	  

4	  

Republican	   Independent	   Democrat	  

Individualism	  

Egalitarianism	  

Strongly	  
Agree	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Somewhat	  
Agree	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Somewhat	  
Disagree	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Strongly	  	  
Disagree	  

Mean	  Individualism	  &	  Egalitarianism	  by	  Party	  Iden=fica=on	  

Sept.	  2012;	  N=249	  



1	   1	  
6	  

2	   1	  

75	  

58	  

16	  

16	  

27	  

28	  

3	  
13	  

54	  

0	  

50	  

100	  

Low	   Medium	   High	  

n=102	   n=52	   n=122	  

Individualism	  

Much	  less	  trust	  

Somewhat	  less	  trust	  

No	  change	  in	  trust	  

Somewhat	  more	  
trust	  

Much	  more	  trust	  

Changes	  in	  Trust	  in	  Scien=sts	  in	  Response	  to	  Climategate,	  by	  Individualism	  

Jan.	  2010;	  	  N=236	  



1	   1	  3	   4	   4	  

24	  

50	  

74	  
25	  

32	  

13	  

49	  

13	   9	  

0	  

50	  

100	  

Low	   Medium	   High	  

n=118	   n=78	   n=80	  

Egalitarianism	  

Much	  less	  trust	  

Somewhat	  less	  trust	  

No	  change	  in	  trust	  

Somewhat	  more	  
trust	  

Much	  more	  trust	  

Changes	  in	  Trust	  in	  Scien=sts	  in	  Response	  to	  Climategate,	  by	  Egalitarianism	  

Jan.	  2010;	  	  N=236	  



1	  1	  
5	  

28	  

75	  32	  

17	  

39	  

2	  

0	  

50	  

100	  

Republican	   Democrat	  

n=123	   n=99	  

Much	  less	  trust	  

Somewhat	  less	  trust	  

No	  change	  in	  my	  
level	  of	  trust	  

	  Somewhat	  more	  
trust	  

Much	  more	  trust	  

Changes	  in	  Trust	  in	  Scien=sts	  in	  Response	  to	  Climategate,	  by	  Party	  ID	  

Jan.	  2010;	  	  N=236	  



Key	  Beliefs	  about	  Climate	  Change	  
	  

	  



Perceived	  
Scien2fic	  
Agreement	  

Global	  Warming	  Certainty	  
Global	  Warming	  Harm	  
Human	  Causa2on	  

Solvability	  

Desire	  for	  
Societal	  
Response	  

Support	  for	  
Climate	  
Policies	  

Percep=ons	  of	  the	  Scien=fic	  Agreement	  
Influences	  People’s	  Key	  Beliefs	  about	  Climate	  Change,	  

Which	  Influence	  Support	  for	  Mi=ga=on	  Ac=on	  

Ding-‐Ding	  et	  al.,	  2012	  
Myers	  et	  al.;	  2012	  
Roser-‐Renouf	  et	  al.,	  2011	  
Krosnick	  et	  al.,	  2006	  

Personal	  
Experience	  of	  

Climate	  
Change	  



55	  

40	   45	   45	   43	  
52	  

47	  

22	  

36	  
34	   37	   37	   23	   32	  

23	   23	   21	   18	   20	  
25	   22	  

0	  

50	  

100	  

Fall	  2008	   Jan	  2010	   Jun	  2010	   May	  2011	   Nov	  2011	   Apr	  2012	   Sep	  2012	  

Don't	  
Know	  

No	  

Yes	  

Is	  Global	  Warming	  Occurring?	  

Sept.	  2012;	  N=249	  



33	  

2	  

46	  

17	  

2	  

0	  

50	  

100	  
Don't	  Know	  

Other	  	  

Neither	  	  

Natural	  
Change	  

Humans	  &	  
Natural	  
Change	  
Human	  
Ac2vi2es	  

Cause	  of	  Global	  Warming	  

28	  

48	  

7	  

18	  

0	  

50	  

100	  
Don't	  know	  enough	  
to	  say	  

Most	  scien2sts	  
think	  global	  
warming	  is	  not	  
happening	  

There	  is	  a	  lot	  of	  
disagreement	  
among	  scien2sts	  	  

Most	  scien2sts	  
think	  global	  
warming	  is	  
happening	  

Percep=ons	  of	  Scien=fic	  Agreement	  

Beliefs	  about	  Global	  Warming	  

Sept.	  2012;	  N=249	  



12	  

30	   26	  

22	  

24	   29	  
23	  

21	   21	  

44	  

24	   24	  

0	  

50	  

100	  

You	  Personally	  	   Future	  Genera2ons	   Plant	  &	  Animal	  Species	  

Not	  at	  all	  

Only	  a	  liele	  

A	  moderate	  
amount	  

A	  great	  deal	  

How	  Much	  Global	  Warming	  Will	  Harm…	  

Sept.	  2012;	  N=249	  



6	  

31	  

16	  

25	  

22	  

0	  

50	  

100	  

Global	  warming	  isn't	  happening	  

Humans	  can't	  reduce	  global	  warming,	  even	  if	  
it	  is	  happening	  

Humans	  could	  reduce	  global	  warming,	  but	  
people	  aren't	  willing	  to	  change	  their	  behavior,	  
so	  we're	  not	  going	  to	  

Humans	  could	  reduce	  global	  warming,	  but	  it's	  
unclear	  at	  this	  point	  whether	  we	  will	  do	  
what's	  needed	  

Humans	  can	  reduce	  global	  warming,	  and	  we	  
are	  going	  to	  do	  so	  successfully	  

Beliefs	  about	  Solvability	  of	  Global	  Warming	  

Sept.	  2012;	  N=249	  



Bringing	  Republicans	  Onboard:	  	  Two-‐Dimensions	  	  
	  
	  

The	  right	  policies:	  
•  Results	  suggest	  that	  Republicans	  favor	  a	  move	  to	  a	  clean	  energy	  economy,	  but	  

their	  support	  is	  con2ngent	  on	  the	  development	  of	  policies	  that	  are	  consistent	  
with	  their	  core	  values.	  	  	  

	  

The	  right	  messages:	  
•  While	  speaking	  to	  clean	  energy	  alone	  -‐-‐	  without	  discussing	  climate	  change	  -‐-‐	  

may	  be	  associated	  with	  clean	  	  energy	  policy	  support,	  this	  support	  could	  be	  
strengthened	  by	  communica2ng	  the	  key	  beliefs:	  
•  Climate	  change	  is	  real	  
•  It’s	  harmful	  
•  It’s	  caused	  by	  human	  ac2vi2es	  
•  The	  scien2fic	  community	  is	  in	  broad	  agreement	  about	  the	  reality,	  

dangers	  and	  causes	  of	  climate	  change	  
•  Human	  ac2ons	  can	  reduce	  climate	  change.	  
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