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SEATTLE BENCHMARKING

Non-Residential and Multifamily Buildings 20,000 SF +

 Benchmark Energy Use with EPA’s Portfolio Manager

 Annually Report Building Energy Performance to City
(EUI and/or ENERGY STAR score)

 Disclose Upon Request
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Analysis Dataset (2013 Data)

99% Compliance!
3,200 Buildings!

So what’s next?
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FOCUS GROUPS & INTERVIEWS

Is it 
Profitable?



Is it 
profitable?

Don’t Do It.Don’t Do It.Think About It.Think About It.

NOYES



In Seattle: 

GREEN = $GREEN



PROPERTY

MANAGERS
OWNERS TENANTS



What 



PERSONALIZE 
BUILDING ENERGY 
PROFILES



STRATEGIES TO PERSONALIZE BUILDING 
ENERGY PROFILES

1. Provide energy use trends

“We want trend numbers. What direction are we 
moving? That’s what we want to see.”

“I want to know how I’m doing now compared to 
last year. Am I improving, staying the same or 
going down hill?”



STRATEGIES TO PERSONALIZE BUILDING 
ENERGY PROFILES

2. Personalize Potential Savings

“I don’t know what to do with $55 million, but I 
know what to do with $2,600.”

“For a building your size, a 1 percent 
improvement could equal $x per year. It's a 
smaller number but it’s relevant to me.”



STRATEGIES TO PERSONALIZE BUILDING 
ENERGY PROFILES

3. Customize Call to Action

“If we get these (profiles), let’s get 3-4 specific 
things we can work on: ‘Hey we have new toilets 
and LEDs, let’s talk.’”

“I want specific actions, not just ‘Call Seattle City 
Light.’”



STRATEGIES TO PERSONALIZE BUILDING 
ENERGY PROFILES

4. Provide Peer Group Examples

“Tell me – this is how this 
group saved $400 per unit, 
then yes I’d call.”







NEXT STEPS

• Good feedback from market on draft
• Finalizing design
• Sending next week
• Including link to collect more feedback



www.seattle.gov/EnergyBenchmarking

Q & A

Nicole Ballinger
Office of Sustainability & Environment

nicole.ballinger@seattle.gov
206-233-7184

www.seattle.gov/energybenchmarking


