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Vehicular Automation

Promises

• Improved safety

• Relaxation

• Reduced traffic

• Improved sustainability

Realities

• (hopefully fewer) different crashes

• Motion sickness

• Boredom

• More traffic

• Greater energy use

• Crowding out transit, walking and 
cycling



The Automation Sandwich



The Automation Sandwich



Promises

• Fewer, different crashes

• Reduced energy intensity

• Traffic management

• Convenience of not driving
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Perils

• Sprawl

• Use of vehicles instead of 
walking and biking

• Disinvestment in transit

• Disinvestment in urbanization
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The future I want to live in
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Policy Issues

• Maintaining the trend towards 
urbanization

• Preventing a return to 
decentralization

• Promoting transit and 
pedestrian/bicycle infrastructure 
over individual cars
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