
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Texas’ Water and Electricity Shortages  
in the face of  

Climate Change 
 



Texas: a state of extremes 
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Texas	
  suffers	
  from:	
  droughts,	
  
hurricanes,	
  tornadoes,	
  fire	
  and	
  heat. 

Texas	
  is	
  facing	
  water	
  and	
  electricity	
  
shortages	
  too.	
   

Current	
  clima6c	
  condi6ons	
  will	
  
intensify	
  in	
  coming	
  years. 

We	
  need	
  to	
  address	
  the	
  
“energy-­‐water	
  nexus”. 



State Action 

Public Utility 
Commission 

of Texas 

Texas Water 
Development 

Board 

Legislature 



Local Action 
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San 
Antonio 

SAWS/CPS 

Dos Rios 
Sewage 

Treatment Plant 

Dallas 
Green 
Dallas 

DFW 
Airport 

AT&T/EDF 
toolkit 

Houston 

Better 
Buildings 
Challenge 

Houston 
Green Office 

Challenge 

City of 
Houston 



Resource Issues 
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Low electricity 
& water rates 

Conservative 
political bodies 

Tradition of 
industry-driven 
enviro practices 

Lack of 
conservation 

tradition 

Drought 
conditions 



Solutions 

Economic	
  incen6ve 

Innova6ve	
  financing	
  methods 

Improved	
  collabora6on	
  between	
  local,	
  state	
  and	
  federal	
  en66es	
  

Enhanced	
  communica6on	
  techniques	
  

Behavioral	
  changes	
  

Top-­‐down/boFom-­‐up	
  solu6ons	
  



Thank You 

 
 

Kate Zerrenner 
U.S. Climate and Energy Project Manager 

kzerrenner@edf.org 
 

 

edf.org/climate/smartpower 

7 


