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Yale/GMU 2014

Majority acceptance 

OPINION – U.S.



Worried, but not “very worried”

OPINION – U.S.

Yale/GMU 2014



Addressing 
global 
warming is a 
low priority

OPINION – U.S.
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Dealing with global trade issues

Dealing with global warming

Dealing with moral breakdown

Improving roads, bridges, public transit

Dealing with illegal immigration

Reducing the influence of lobbyists

Strengthening the U.S. military

Dealing with nation’s energy problem 

Dealing with problems of poor & needy

Protecting the environment

Reforming the nation’s tax system

Reducing crime

Reducing health care costs

Making Medicare system sound

Reducing the budget deficit

Making Social Security system sound

Improving the educational system

Defending country from terrorism

Improving the job situation

Strengthening the nation’s economy 

Pew 2014



“Not me, not here, not now” 

OPINION – U.S.

Yale/GMU 2014



Low issue priority

OPINION - Midwest

RE-AMP 2014



Want to reduce need for fossil fuels by 
increasing efficiency and renewables

OPINION - Midwest

RE-AMP 2014



Voters in Midwest support efficiency and  
renewable energy

OPINION - Midwest

RE-AMP 2014



Want to diversify energy sources and move 
away from coal

OPINION - Midwest

RE-AMP 2014



Favor candidates who want to transition to 
renewables

OPINION - Midwest

RE-AMP 2014



Believe efficiency and renewable energy 
projects will create jobs

OPINION - Midwest

RE-AMP 2014



Believe efficiency and renewable energy 
projects will reduce energy costs

OPINION - Midwest

RE-AMP 2014



However…question clean energy’s availability

OPINION - Midwest

RE-AMP 2014



OPINION - Canada

Support transition away from fossil fuels



OPINION - Canada

Exaggerated sense of tar sands benefits



OPINION - Canada

Don’t think society is ready to move ahead



CLIMATE AND 
RENEWABLE ENERGY 

ENGAGEMENT 
CHALLENGES



1. Lack of a sense of urgency

CHALLENGE



2. Fatalistic that necessary action will be taken 

CHALLENGE



3. Fossil fuels positioned as inevitable 

CHALLENGE



4. Renewable energy not always visible or 
positioned in the present

CHALLENGE



RECOMMENDATIONS



RECOMMENDATIONS
1. Clean energy is already here!



2. Amplify real-world examples
RECOMMENDATIONS



RECOMMENDATIONS
3. Profile job opportunities



RECOMMENDATIONS
4. We can be energy leaders



RECOMMENDATIONS
5. It’s time for better options



RECOMMENDATIONS
6. Balance threats with solutions
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